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EDUCATION

2011

University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA


Ph. D., Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations (Hebrew Bible and Assyriology)


Dissertation title: The Splintered Divine: A Study of Ištar, Baal, and Yahweh Divine Names and Divine Multiplicity in the Ancient Near East 
2001-2002
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Jerusalem, Israel



Visiting Student, Rothberg International School (The Bible and its World)
2001

Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts, USA


Masters of Theological Studies (M.T.S.), Harvard Divinity School (Scripture and Interpretation)

1999

Hendrix College, Conway, Arkansas, USA
B.A. Psychology (Magna Cum Laude with departmental distinction; minor in Religious Studies)

Related Academic and Professional EXPERIENCE
2015-present
Lecturer: King Fahd Center for Middle Eastern and Islamic Studies, University of Arkansas, Fayetteville, AR

Courses taught:

The Bible and the Koran: Characters Common to Islam, Christianity and Judaism

Early Christian History (the First 300 years)
Women of the Bible

The Apostle Paul and His Legacy

The Rise of Monotheism

Introduction to Christianity 

The Theory and Practice of Christianity

Hebrew Language and Literature (I and II)

The Historical King David

Introduction to the New Testament
2013-present
Theologian-in-Residence: First Presbyterian Church, Rogers, AR


With an emphasis on adult theological education regarding the critical study of the Hebrew Bible/Old Testament and New Testament, I lead a weekly text-based seminar that primarily serves the congregation. 
2013-present 
Anonymous Reviewer: The Journal of Religion and Popular Culture (University of Toronto Press)

2012

Adjunct Instructor: Division of Biblical Studies, John Brown University, Siloam Springs, AR



Taught general education courses within the Division of Biblical Studies.

Consultant: Clinton Bailey’s Bedouin Culture in the Bible (New Haven: Yale University Press, forthcoming). 
Related Academic and Professional Experience (continued)

2008-2009 Visiting Scholar: King Fahd Center for Middle Eastern and Islamic Studies, University of Arkansas, Fayetteville, AR

Courses taught:

The Bible and the Koran: Characters Common to Islam, Christianity and Judaism

Early Christian History (the First 300 years)

Goddesses and Women of Pre-Islamic Mesopotamia

Historical Geography of Jerusalem (from the Amarna Period to the Ottoman Period)
Introduction to the Hebrew Bible/Old Testament
Introduction to the New Testament

Searching for the Historical Paul and Jesus
2007-2008
Critical Writing Fellow: University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA 
Course taught: The Bible in Popular Music – Designed and taught two units of a freshman writing seminar with topics taken from biblical allusions in music. 
PUBLICATIONS
Books
In Preparation Twelve Sermons your Pastor Won’t Give: Academic Views on the Gospels Presented from the Pulpit. (first draft of manuscript completed; in preparation for proposal submission) 
Israelite Antagonism, Samarian Superiority, and the Judahite Rejoinder: The Interaction of Religion and Geopolitics of Israel in the Iron Age 
In Preparation “Geographic Epithets and Mythical Homelands: Extrapolating From Mount Zaphon.” (submitted to the Journal of Near Eastern Studies; submission date July 8, 2016)


“Another Foreign Word in Ezra 7:13–26? daena as an Iranian Load Word into Aramaic” (in preparation for Vetus Testamentum; anticipated submission date August 2016) 
“Rearranging the Curses in Esarhaddon’s Succession Treaty: A look to the West.” (in preparation for Die Welt des Orients; anticipated submission date September 2016)

2014

”The Anomaly of Tony Alamo Christian Ministries:  A New Testament-Based Call for Christian Polygamy.” Nova Religio: Journal of Alternative and Emergent Religions 17 (2014):61-82. 
“There’s a New World Coming: The Eschatology of Wrecking Ball.” Journal of Religion and Popular Culture 26 (2014): 202-214.
2013

”An Examination of Northwest Semitic Divine Names and the Bet-locative.” Journal for the Evangelical Study of the Old Testament 2 (2013): 61-82.

”Rearranging the Gods in Esarhaddon’s Succession Treaty.” Die Welt des Orients 43 (2013): 1-24.
Articles (continued)

2012
“Aššur and Enlil in Neo-Assyrian Documents.” Pages 397-409 in Organization, Representation, and Symbols of Power in the Ancient Near East Proceedings of the 54th Rencontre Assyriologique Internationale at Würzburg 20–25 July 2008. Edited by Gernot Wilhelm. Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns, 2012. 

2008
 
”Understanding Amos 6:12 in Light of his other Rhetorical Questions.” Vetus Testamentum 58 (2008): 437-448. 
Book Reviews
2016

“The Divine Image: Prophetic Aniconic Rhetoric and Its Contribution to the Aniconism Debate, Jill Middlemas.” Near Eastern Archaeology 79.2 (2016): 100-101.


2015

“A Foreign Kingdom: Mormons and Polygamy in American Political Culture, 1852-1890, Christine Talbot.” Nova Religio 19.1 (2015): 101-102.



“Gods in Dwellings: Temples and Divine Presence in the Ancient Near East, Michael Hundley.” Journal of Religion 95.2 (2015): 253-255.
“The God Resheph in the Ancient Near East by Maciej M. Münnich.” Near Eastern Archaeology 78.1 (2015): 54-55. 
“Judah in the Neo-Babylonian Period: The Archaeology of Desolation by Faust, Avraham.” Journal of Religion 95.1 (2015): 122-124. 
“Poetic Heroes: Literary Commemorations of Warrior and Warrior Culture in the Early Biblical Period, Mark S. Smith.” History of Religions 55.2 (2015): 236-238.
2014

“Inheriting Abraham: The Legacy of the Patriarch in Judaism, Christianity, and Islam by Levenson, Jon D.” Journal of Religion 94.4 (2014): 532-533.
2013 

“The Legacy of Israel in Judah’s Bible: History, Politics, and the Reinscribing of Tradition, Daniel Fleming.” Journal for the Evangelical Study of the Old Testament 2 (2013): 126-129. 
2012
“Saints Under Siege: The Texas State Raid on the Fundamentalist Latter Day Saints, edited by Stuart A. Wright and James T. Richardson.” International Journal for the Study of New Religions 3 (2012): 117-122.


“Shadow on the Steps: Time Measurement in Ancient Israel, David Miano.” Review of Biblical Literature, March 2012: 1-7. 
Reference Articles
2011

“Cultures of Anatolia, 4000-1000 BCE.” Pages 448-452 in vol. 4 of World History Encyclopedia: Era 2: Early Civilizations, 4000-1000 BCE. Edited by Alfred J. Andrea. 20 vols. Santa Barbara: ABC-CLIO, 2011.

“Early Ancient Israelite Poetry before 900 BCE.” Pages 673-675 in vol. 4 of World History Encyclopedia: Era 2: Early Civilizations, 4000-1000 BCE. Edited by Alfred J. Andrea. 20 vols. Santa Barbara: ABC-CLIO, 2011.

“Hittite Law.” Pages 165-166 in vol. 3 of World History Encyclopedia: Era 2: Early Civilizations, 4000-1000 BCE. Edited by Alfred J. Andrea. 20 vols. Santa Barbara: ABC-CLIO, 2011.

Reference Articles (continued)

2011 

“Hittite Literature.” Pages 663-664 in vol. 4 of World History Encyclopedia: Era 2: Early Civilizations, 4000-1000 BCE. Edited by Alfred J. Andrea. 20 vols. Santa Barbara: ABC-CLIO, 2011.

“Hittite Political History in the Second Millennium.” Pages 446-448 in vol. 4 of World History Encyclopedia: Era 2: Early Civilizations, 4000-1000 BCE. Edited by Alfred J. Andrea. 20 vols. Santa Barbara: ABC-CLIO, 2011.

“Jews under Ottoman Rule.” Pages 906-907 in vol. 16 of World History Encyclopedia: Era 7: The Age of the Revolutions, 1750-1914. Edited by Alfred J. Andrea. 20 vols. Santa Barbara: ABC-CLIO, 2011.

“Marriage and Divorce in the Ancient Near East.” Pages 143-144 in vol. 2. in World History Encyclopedia: Era 2: Early Civilizations, 4000-1000 BCE. Edited by Alfred J. Andrea. 20 vols. Santa Barbara: ABC-CLIO, 2011.

“Political History of the Early Dynastic Period.” Pages 4337-438 in vol. 4 of World History Encyclopedia: Era 2: Early Civilizations, 4000-1000 BCE. Edited by Alfred J. Andrea. 20 vols. Santa Barbara: ABC-CLIO, 2011.

“The Red Sea.” Pages 364-365 in vol. 3 of World History Encyclopedia: Era 2: Early Civilizations, 4000-1000 BCE. Edited by Alfred J. Andrea. 20 vols. Santa Barbara: ABC-CLIO, 2011.

PRESENTATIONS

Conference Presentations
2016

The Rise of the Benton County Interfaith Alliance. Southwest Commission on Religious Studies Annual Meeting, Irving, TX, March 13.
2015

Ishtar-of-Arbela’s Mythological, Mystical, and Prophetic Independence from Ishtar-of-Nineveh. Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, Atlanta, GA, November 21.


Logos and LEGOs: Everything’s Not Awesome: The Brick Bible Controversy. Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, Atlanta, GA, November 22.
2013 

Geographic Epithets and Mythical Homelands. Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, Baltimore, MD, November 24.

2013 

Religio-political Motives behind the Divine Name Yahweh-of-Teman at Kuntillet ˁAjrud. Southwest Commission on Religious Studies Annual Meeting, Irving, TX, March 9.

2012

Rearranging the Curses and Gods in Esarhaddon’s Succession Treaty. Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, Chicago, IL, November 19.



There’s a New World Coming: The Eschatology of Wrecking Ball. Glory Days: A Bruce Springsteen Symposium, Monmouth University, West Long Branch, NJ, September 15.
An Examination of Northwest Semitic Divine Names and the Bet-locative. Southwest Commission on Religious Studies Annual Meeting, Irving, TX, March 11.
2011

Tony Alamo and his New Testament Brand of Christian Polygyny. Annual Meeting of the American Academy of Religion, San Francisco, CA, November 20. 

Conference Presentations (continued)

2011 

“The Many Wives of the Holy Men of God”: An Examination of Tony Alamo’s Brand of Biblical Exegesis. Southwest Commission on Religious Studies Annual Meeting, Irving, TX, March 5.
2010

Aššur and Enlil: Typology and Assyrian Theology. Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, Atlanta, GA, November 22.

2009
 
The Bible’s “Hard Headed Women.” Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, New Orleans, LA, November 21.
2008
 
Another Persian Word in Ezra 7:13–26? Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, Boston, MA, November 25.


Using Sargonid God Lists to Evaluate the Neo-Assyrian Pantheon. Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, Boston, MA, November 24.

The State of the Pantheon: Evidence from the Sargonid Period God Lists. American Schools of Oriental Research Annual Meeting, Boston, MA, November 20.


Aššur and Enlil in Neo-Assyrian Documents. 54. Rencontre Assyriologique Internationale, Würzburg, Germany, July 25.
The Ištars of Hammurabi’s Prologue: The Issue of Divine Multiplicity. The Mid-Atlantic Region Annual Meeting of the American Academy of Religion and the Society of Biblical Literature, New Brunswick, NJ, March 28.
2005
 
Understanding Amos 6:12 in light of his other Rhetorical Questions. Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, Philadelphia, PA, November 21.

Bruce Springsteen and the Puritan Ideal of the Promised Land. Glory Days: A Bruce Springsteen Symposium, Monmouth University, West Long Branch, NJ, September 9.
Public Lectures/Invited Presentations
2015

Paul: The Outsider Looking In (Part 1) and the Insider Looking Out (Part 2). All Saints’ Episcopal Church, Bentonville, AR, May 3 and 10.



The Splintered Divine: A Study of Ištar, Baal, and Yahweh Divine Names and Divine Multiplicity in the Ancient Near East. First Presbyterian Church, Rogers, AR, February 19.
2014

The Effects of the Wars in Syria, Iraq, and the Islamic State on our Cultural and Historical Heritage. First Presbyterian Church, Rogers, AR, October 16.


Paul on Pagans: The Apostle to the Gentile’s Thoughts on Greco-Roman Religiosity. Presbyterian Church of Bella Vista’s Christian Education Workshops. Bella Vista, AR, September 25 and 26.
Three Faiths, One God? The Relationship between Allah and Jehovah. First Presbyterian Church, Rogers, AR, September 18.



Just how Monotheistic was Biblical Israel? First Presbyterian Church, Rogers, AR, August 21.

Which are the Ten Commandments? Structure, Justification, Organization, and Tradition. First Presbyterian Church, Rogers, AR, July 17.

Human Sexuality: The Biblical Context (A Scriptural Survey of Texts and Contexts often cited in current discussions within the United Methodist Church). First United Methodist Church, Rogers, AR, June 1.

Public Lectures/Invited Presentations (continued)
2014 

The Anomaly of Tony Alamo Christian Ministries: A New Testament-based Call for Christian Polygamy. First Presbyterian Church, Rogers, AR, May 15.
Exploring the Plausibility of the Exodus and the Wilderness Wanderings. First Presbyterian Church, Rogers, AR, April 10.
Seven or Eight (But Definitely Not Ten) Plagues of Egypt: Divergent Biblical Traditions in Exodus 7-14 and Psalm 105. Sequoyah Methodist Church, Fayetteville, AR, April 3.

A Brief History of Jewish Law. First Presbyterian Church, Rogers, AR, March 20.

Source Criticism of the Pentateuch and the Documentary Hypothesis. First Presbyterian Church, Rogers, AR, February 20.


Who Wrote the Four Gospels? First Presbyterian Church, Rogers, AR, January 16.


2013 

Inanna/Ishtar: A Borderline Personality and Broken Boundaries. Harvard Semitic Museum, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA, April 17.
Adapa and the South Wind: A Mesopotamian Forerunner to M. Night Shyamalan’s The Sixth Sense? Divinity Hall, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA, April 17. 

2012 

Saint Paul and Proto-Gnosticism: “Knowledge” in New Testament Times. The 2012 Summer Lecture Series, First Presbyterian Church, Rogers, AR, Mondays, May 28 – July 23.

2009

The Historian on the Road to Damascus: Comparing Acts 9, 22, and 26 with Galatians 1. University of Arkansas, Fayetteville, AR, November 6.

2008

Venus, Ištar of Nineveh, and the Queen of the Night: Distinguishing the Goddesses from Neo-Assyrian God Lists. The Eta Sigma Phi Society, University of Arkansas, Fayetteville, AR, November 10.

2007
 
Exodus and Archaeology: Exploring the Plausibility of the Exodus, Wilderness, and Conquest. Steinhart Hillel, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA, April 10.

2006

The Warring, Worshiping, and Hallucinating Abraham: Genesis 14-15. University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA, February 16.

2004

Finding Bill Clinton in the Bible: A Typological Analysis of I and II Samuel. The Judah Goldin Seminar, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA, November 3.

2003

Jewish and Pagan Perceptions of Fate in Megillat Esther. The Judah Goldin Seminar, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA, May 1.

HONORS/AWARDS

2010

Abraham M. Ellis Fellowship, University of Pennsylvania.


GAPSA Professional Student Travel Grant, University of Pennsylvania, and SAS Travel Subvention, University of Pennsylvania, for Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, Atlanta, GA.

2009

GAPSA Professional Student Travel Grant, University of Pennsylvania, and SAS Travel Subvention, University of Pennsylvania, for Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, New Orleans, LA.

2008 

GAPSA Professional Student Travel Grant, University of Pennsylvania, and SAS Travel Subvention, University of Pennsylvania, for 54. Rencontre Assyriologique Internationale, Würzburg, Germany.
2007-2008
Critical Writing (“Chimicles”) Fellowship, University of Pennsylvania.
2005

SAS Travel Subvention, University of Pennsylvania, for Glory Days: A Bruce Springsteen Symposium, Monmouth University, West Long Branch, NJ.
2002-2007
William Penn Fellowship, University of Pennsylvania.
2002 

Summer fellowship to Universität Wien for German Studies, ÖsterreichischesKulturforum (Austrian Cultural Forum) at the Hebrew University.
2001-2002
Harvard-Hebrew University Fellowship, Harvard and Hebrew Universities. 
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS
2005-present 
Society of Biblical Literature 

2006-present
American Oriental Society

2006-present 
American Academy of Religion

2007-present 
American Schools of Oriental Research 
2009-present
International Association for Assyriology
LANGUAGES
Ancient: 
Hebrew, Akkadian, Ugaritic, Aramaic, Phoenician, Punic, Neo-Punic, Moabite, Ammonite, Edomite, Deir ‘Alla, Sumerian, Greek
Modern: 
German, French
June 2016
5
2

